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MILES CITY COUPLES EARN UM RECOGNITION FOR SERVICE 
MISSOULA —
Two longtime Miles City couples will be honored in Missoula Saturday, Sept. 4, for 
their support of and service to The University of Montana.
Jim and Carol Lucas and Bill and Avis Mitchell will receive UM Community Service 
Awards during the Montana Grizzlies’ football season opener at Washington-Grizzly Stadium 
in Missoula. The ceremony between the third and fourth quarters honoring the Lucases and 
Mitchells also will recognize and thank all fans from the Miles City area.
UM alumni Jim and Carol Lucas maintain strong ties to the University while helping 
Miles Community College at home. Jim is past president of the MCC board of trustees and 
current president of its endowment, while Carol’s community service has included work on the 
MCC Committee on Continuing Education.
Jim is the president and senior attorney in the Lucas and Tonn law firm in Miles City.
A former Custer County attorney, Jim also served on the UM Law School Board of Visitors 
and chaired the Southeastern Montana University Six-Mill Levy Committee. He has been a 
UM Foundation trustee for 32 years and is past president of the board.
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The couple has served as a husband-wife team on various community projects in Miles 
City. Carol sits on the boards of the Miles City Library Foundation and First United Methodist 
Church. Jim is a former member and speaker of the Montana House of Representatives and is 
a member of the Range Riders Museum board. The couple’s daughter, Leslie, is a 1989 UM 
graduate.
Bill and Avis Mitchell are proud that their granddaughter, Heather, is the third 
generation of their family to attend UM. Bill has been a successful independent insurance agent 
at Miles City’s W.A. Mitchell Agency since graduating from UM in 1950 with a business 
administration degree.
The Mitchells established a scholarship in the UM business school in 1996, and Bill is a 
former member of the President’s Advisory Council and the Alumni Association board. He 
actively promotes UM golf tournaments and gatherings in Miles City.
At home the Mitchells are loyal supporters of Custer County High School athletic teams 
and music programs. Bill is past president of the Miles City Jaycess, the Miles City Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club and the Town and Country Club. Avis is a founding 
member of the Custer County Art Center and has served on its board since its inception, with 
several stints as president. She also is president of the Custer County Art Center Foundation.
The Community Service Awards are sponsored by The University of Montana and 
coordinated by the UM Alumni Association and the Grizzly Athletic Association.
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